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Note:  This file contains information on (1) the conference hotel & 

(2) the Saturday afternoon conference excursion 

(as listed on the registration form).

2010 CEA CONFERENCE HOTEL INFORMATION

Conference-Approved Hotel with Room Reservation Block

 
 
 
           The Sheraton Gunter Hotel

       



205 East Houston Street
       



San Antonio, TX 78205
  


Phone: (210) 227-3241 
       



Fax:  (210) 227-3299 

       E-mail:  “Sheraton Gunter Hotel” should bring you to the hotel web site, if you 

 

wish to preview the conference hotel.

       Cost:  
Cost per room per night (singles and doubles):  $139.


 
To obtain the special rate, you are encouraged to call the hotel 

 

for a reservation, with explicit reference to the College English 

 

Association.

The hotel will hold the block of sleeping rooms until Wednesday, March 3, 2010, 

 
unless all reserved rooms have been taken before that time.  You are 

 

encouraged to make reservations as soon as you can.

See following pages for excursion information.

CEA’s Saturday Excursion

March 27, 1:45-6:00 p.m.
Tour of the Missions
Excursion Fee:  $25 per person

This bus excursion, departing the Sheraton Gunter Hotel at 1:45 p.m. (loading at 1:35 p.m.) and returning to the conference hotel around 5:45 p.m., provides a tour of the five San Antonio missions listed below.

Date:  Saturday, March 27, 2010

Departure Time:  1:45 p.m.

Place:  Bus waits outside the off-loading side of the Sheraton Gunter Hotel--opposite the

205 E. Houston Street side--to pick up tour-goers, returning to that site when the 

excursion is over.

Return Time to Hotel:  Approximately 5:45 p.m.

 

Background
The chain of missions established along the San Antonio River in the 18th century is a reminder of one of Spain’s most successful attempts to extend its New World dominion from Mexico.  Representing both church and state, these missions served as vocational and educational centers, economic enterprises involved in agricultural and ranching endeavors and regional trade.  They were the greatest concentration of Catholic missions in North America and formed the foundation of what is today the thriving city of San Antonio.  The San Antonio Missions National Historical Park contains the historically and architecturally significant structures of Missions Concepción, San José, San Juan, and Espada.  The excursion concludes with a visit to the Alamo, which is a short distance from the conference hotel.  
Mission San José and Visitor Center 
6701 San Jose Drive
Founded in 1720, San José became the largest and best known of the Texas Missions.  A visitor in 1777 referred to the structure as the “Queen of the Missions.”  The carvings on the church are notable features.  The famous “Rose Window” is considered one of the finest pieces of Spanish Colonial ornamentation in the country.  Also featured is a granary with flying buttresses, a gristmill, and restored defensive walls and quarters.  A visitor center located next to Mission San José contains a museum, book shop, and theater showing a 20-minute depiction of early life at the mission.

Mission San Juan Capistrano
9101 Graf Road
Established along the banks of the San Antonio River in 1731 after relocation from East Texas, and with a rich farm and pasturelands, this mission became a regional supplier of agricultural produce which helped support the missions, local settlements, and presidio garrisons.  The chapel, with open bell tower, is still in use.  

Mission San Francisco de la Espada
10040 Espada Road
In 1731 the founders of San Francisco de los Tejas moved the mission to the San Antonio River and renamed it San Francisco de la Espada.  It appears as remote today as it did in the mid 1700s.  It boasts the best preserved segments of the historic acequias (the irrigation system designed to provide water for crops), part of which includes the still working Espada Dam and Aqueduct.  

Mission Concepción 
807 Mission Rd. at Felisa St.
This handsome church looks essentially as it did 200 years ago.  From 1731, religious festivals were held.  Remnants of wall and ceiling paintings in the surviving rooms of the mission’s convento have been conserved.  Wayside exhibits lead visitors around the grounds and through the various rooms.

  

The Alamo
300 Alamo Plaza, San Antonio, TX 78205
1-210-225-1391
On the east side of Alamo Plaza is the most famous spot in Texas, where 189 defenders fell on March 6, 1836, after repeated attacks by Mexican General Santa Anna’s army.  Mission San Antonio de Valero (the Alamo) was established in 1718 as the city’s first mission.  The chapel, one of the most photographed façades in the nation, and the Long Barrack are all that remain of the original fort.  The Long Barrack Museum and Library are near the chapel.  The museum contains relics and mementos from the Republic of Texas and offers narration on the fall of the Alamo, which is located in the heart of the city, inside beautifully landscaped grounds.  

Hours:  9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.); 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (Sun.).  Free admission.

______________________________________________________________________________
Projected Times:
1:35 p.m.       Board bus




 
1:45 p.m.       Depart






2:00 p.m.       Mission San José (includes 20-min. film)
 
        

3:00 p.m.       Depart




 
        
3:15 p.m.       Mission San Juan




3:35 p.m.       Depart





3:45 p.m.       Mission Espada




4:05 p.m.       Depart
4:20 p.m.       Mission Concepción
4:45 p.m.       Depart
5:00 p.m.        Alamo

5:30 p.m.       Depart
5:45 p.m.       Sheraton Gunter Hotel 
____________________________________________________________________________________

